(though they behave themſelves never ſo ſoberly) but 


on the Lords day. This Violent and Unuſual way of pro- 
--» - ceeding (which the poor Victuallers have long Laboured 
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Victuallers CAS E, 


Humbly offered to the Conſideration of their 
Excellencies the Lords Juſtices, and the Reſt 


of the Kings Miniſters. 
[ T may be preſum ed there are in this City (that is with. 


in the Bill of Mortallity ) a Million of Sou:s or People, 

many of which its found are afflicted wich the Prifick, 
Oc. more than in other Parts of the Kingdom; to Remove « 
and Prevent ſuch Diſtempers, the Greateſt and Richeſt of 1 
its Inhabitants for the moſt part of the Summer Reſide at 
Tunbridge, Epſom, &c. but the middle and meaner fort f. 
Perſons (who are the main Bulk of the People) are con-  - © 8 
ſtrained to follow.their Trade or Callings whereby to . 2 
port themſelves and Families, fo all the help and mans 
they have to obtain the freſh Air, is, (for the moſt part) je 
by walking into the Fields on the Lords-day, which occa- þ. 
fions a great many Victualling-Houſes to be kept in all the 2 


out parts of the Town, in which they refreſh themſelves, % 

and which is a Liberty they always enjoyed (that is out of 2 
Sermon-time ) when the City was little more than half 5 
ſo populous as now it is; Vet ſince the Paſſing of the Act 1 
for the Strict Obſervation of the Lords day, ſome Perſons, | 


through a miſtaken Zeal, will not permit the Victuallers to 
have Company in their Houſes any part of the Lords day, 


Convict them as following their Trade or ordinary Calling 


d by Quartering of Soldiers, great ſufferers all 


utward Peace) than Reforms the Man- 
ners of Men ( to which every good Man would willingly 
| A put 


(2) 

put forth his helping hand ) it being well known, all the 
Reformed Churches abroad give a far greater Latitude to 
the Feople in this Caſe, than has been Allow or Practic'd 
in England ( generally ſpeaking ) for this Age paſt ; And 
it's not long ago ſince the Diſſenters were Legally Profecuted, yet 
all Hone,i Acn were well pleaſed when a ſtop was put thereunto ; 
and wonder now what it is uli mile them ſo peeviſh and out of | 
humour. Better and more ſafe it is for Br: thren to live in 
Unity, than to hade to do with Men of no Faith The way 
to Reform Mankind, and bring them to a lente of their 
Duty, is, in taking care they do not abule their Liberty ; 
but to Reitrain or Abridge Men of their Chriſtin Liberty, 
is not the way to Reform them, but to make them Hipo- - 
crites or Atheilts. Te ah 

The Victuallers have net been wanting by all humble 


Ways and Means to obtain a Relactation of the Law (as 


its now put in practice) as may be ſeen by the Petition here. 
unto annexed (which was handed from one Juſtice of the 
Peace to another, and not publickly given into Court, for 
fear of giving Offence ) but could obtain no Relief (tho 
divers Juſtices of the Peace were Inclined or Diſpoſed to 
have if they could ) So find they no Hope or Proſpect of 


' Deliverance otherwiſe than by OY themſelves (which 


now they do in all humility ) at the Feet of their Excel- 


lencies the Lords Juſtices and the reſt of the Kings Mini- 


ſters; from whoſe goodneſs alone it is they can, in this 
Caſe, expect relief, and be preſerved from that Impending 
Ruin which now hangs over their Heads, and which other- 
wiſe for the moſt part they can no ways avoid but become a 


Charge to their ſeveral Pariſhes. 
It's humbly hoped, ſo great a number of Families as the 


Victuallers are in the out parts of the I own ſhall not be 
expolcd to Ruin, for the ſake of them that are publickly 
known to keep Lewd and Diſorderly Houſes, and deſerve 
the utmoſt ſeverity of the Law, as do alſo thote who ſhall 
preſume to have Company in their Houles in time of Di- 
vine Service, or ſuffer Diforderly doings therein any part of 


the Lords day. 


To 


LO 


To the Right Worſhiptul His Majeſties Juſtices 
of the Peace for the County of Middleſex. ſſ. 


The Humble Petition of S. M. and other Victual- 
lers within the Bill of Mortality, in the County 
of Middleſex 


Sheweth, 


Hat the greateſt part of your Petitioners have been Convicted 

for Victualling on the Lords Day before and after Sermon, and 

allo every Lords Day in danger not only of being ſo Convicted, but 
afterwards liable of being Indicted tor the fame ; therefore your Peti- 
tioners in all humility pray they may be permitted to lay open the 
hardneſs of their Cafe, and to follow Victualling on the Lords Day, 
betore and atter Sermon, for theſe following Reaſons :; ; 


1/t, That there is an Act now in force (to your Worſhips well 
known ) by which Waggoners are obliged to go double with their 
Horſes as Coachmen do, Yet the Juſtices of the Peace (in whom the 
Law has repoled great Truſt, and thereby enabled them to mitigate 
and take of the edge and ſeverity thereof) neither do or will Iſſue out 
any Warrant upon the Breach of that Statute, tho? but lately paſſed 
into an AQ, it being found Impracticable. 

249, That Coachmen and Watermen are by Act of Parliament per- 
mitted to Work on the Lords Day, whereas all along till of late, they 
lay as much open to the laſh of the Law, as your Petitioners do now; 
but were there no ſuch Acts in force, it would then appear much 
more reaſonable to admit of Victualling on the Lords Day, than to 
allow either of them to Work. Yet ſo it is, the Law can never make 
- proviſion for all Men, but that ſome will always de at the Mercy of the 
Majeſtrate , upon whoſe goodneſs alone it is your Petitioners de- 

nd. 

3aly, That There are many Thouſands of Shop-keepers, Handicraftſ- 
men, and Labouring People in this populous City, that are confined to 
their buſineſs all the Week, who through the Multiplicity of Build- 
ings, and Thickneſs of the Air (occaſioned by the Burning of Sea» 
cole ) are obliged, they and their Families, for Healths ſake, to Walk 
into the Fields to take the Freſh Air; of which freedom, in effect, 
they are debarred and hindred, if not permitted to Refreſh themſelves 
in a Publick Houle. 4 | 

4thly, That with all due Submiſſion, your Petitioners humbly con- 
ceive Victualling tv be no Trade or Calling but a Profeſſion, and in 
the Eye of the Law look'd upon to be no other, none being admitted 
or allowed to follow it, but only thoſe who are Licenced fo to do by 
the Juſtices of the Peace, whereas Trade is always open and free, and 
under no reſtraint, more than what tends to the Advantage and Im- 
provemeet thereof. 


2. That 


(4) ; 


5 hh, That your Petitioners hope, for the foregoing Rcaſons, your 
Worſhips wili be pleaſed to permit them to toll Stualling on the 
Lords Dsy, beiure and aiter Sermon, ſo long as ey keep gocd order 
in their Houſes, ond ſuffer no Lewdneſs or Druntenne(s therein ( as 
being the ultimate end and deſign of the Law, and always allowed 
Eten in be worſt and moſt —.— times) otherwiſe not only your 

their Wives and Children, but a multitude of 8 Fami- 
Ties the: depend upon victualling, will be utterly Ruined, and alſo his 


f Majeſty's Revenue greatly Impared. 


Tour Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray your Worſhips will be plea- 
ſed to take ſuch Meaſures in this Matter, ( ſo as your Petitioners may 
be permitted to follow Victualling as above) as to your Weorſhips 
great Wiſdom and Prudence (ball ſeem moſt meet. 


And your Petitioners ( as in Duty bound) ſball ever pray, &c. 


S. M. 


